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False Brome Control & Riparian Enhancement in the  

                         Whilamut Natural Area       

  
 One of the Willamette Valley's highly fragmented habitats is our riparian or bottomland     

hardwood forest. Prior to Euro-American settlement, these woodlands in some places stretched seven 

miles wide following the braided meander of a non-channelized Willamette River. Today these          

expansive forests have often been reduced to just a thin strip to in some areas none at all. In the       

remaining  riparian stands, the native understory or   

herbaceous species have  been supplanted by exotic 

vegetation. 

 The riparian woodlands in the Whilamut Natural 

Area (WNA) of East Alton Baker Park are one of the 

best examples of intact riparian understory habitats in 

the Southern Willamette Valley. Eye-catching blossoms 

of Columbia Larkspurs or perfumed bouquets of False    

Solomonôs Seal delight many who frequent these       

woodland trails. Late April to mid May is an ideal time 

to witness this habitat in its full glory. 

 Unfortunately,  invasive  vegetation is threaten-

ing the balance of riparian understory habitat in the 

WNA. In previous years WRP has released over four acres of some of the highest quality sections of 

these  riparian woodlands from the clutches of such noted  invaders as Armenian Blackberry and  

English Ivy. Currently False Brome may exhibit the largest threat to this ecosystem. 

 False Brome ( Brachypodium sylvaticum) was introduced to Oregon in the last 70 to 80 years 

and is rapidly outcompeting native flora. False Bromes seeds, transported by animals or humans, have 

the potential to colonize and dominate in forest understory and grassland habitats, in many cases, to 

the exclusion of all other all other flora found in these areas. 

 With the assistance of a grant from the Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board, WRP began a 

project to control False Brome and enhance the riparian woodlands of the WNA. In 2009 WRP field 

crews periodically removed false brome populations from the highest quality portions of the WNA. 

This spring we returned to remove new seedlings and with the help of the Network Charter School 

planted and mulched over a hundred Columbian Larkspurs and Western Meadowrue. We will  return 

this growing season to remove all False Brome seedlings. This fall we plan to plant several hundred 

more native wildflowers to further enhance the forest understory. To volunteer for fall plantings in 

the WNA please contact WRP at 541-484-3939. 
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